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Inwood Public Library In Manhattan Reopens With
New Affordable Housing Units
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The revamped Inwood public library, along with new affordable housing
in the same building had its long-awaited debut Wednesday after being
closed for more than three years — a rare moment of celebration for the
New York Public Library, which is currently battling deep cuts as part of

Mayor Adams’ pending budget deal.

The branch reopened at 4790 Broadway in upper Manhattan in a new
14-story building — dubbed “The Eliza” after the wife of Alexander Hamilton
— with 174 units of affordable housing. The library occupies the bottom two
floors and had a soft opening last week. It features community rooms, a
children’s area, a STEM center, a skylight and a universal pre-K set to open in
the fall.

The Inwood publlc library and new accompanying offordoble
housing had its long-awaited debut on Wednesday,

June Qge?iieﬁgfégfé”%gjﬁif'D‘;ﬁug'vfs years. “This innovative, public private partnership demonstrates the power of city
government, philanthropy, and community partners working together,” said
NYPL president Anthony Marx. “The end result is not just a state-of-the-art library for Inwood, but also desperately needed
affordable housing and community space.”

The new library replaces the standalone one that was on the same spot unfil it was demolished in 2021 as part of the
confroversial neighborhood-wide Inwood rezoning, which received ;

significant community pushback when it passed in 2018. Residents
had access to a temporary library across the street while awaiting the
opening of the new site.

Apartments in The Eliza range from one to three bedrooms, with
approximately 15% of units set aside for the formerly homeless.
Rents go from about $397 to $1,066 for a studio and $683 to $1,841
for a three-bedroom. More than 80,000 households applied for the
174 spots through the NYC Housing Connect lottery, echoing the
affordable_housing shorfage throughout New York.

The city has been turning to hybrid public library-affordable housing
redevelopments to address the shortage, given the opportunity to
build on land that’s already publicly owned. The first of its kind was

opened in Sunset Park, Brooklyn in November and another is in the The branch reopened at 4790 Broadway in upper Manhattan in a new
works fOI’ the Bronx's Grand Concourse branch. 14-story building with 174,5:21:«5 %rcll(ffs(;?liyoz\eev\r;sc;umng. (Téa Kvetenadze /

Stephanie Herrera, 28, was one of many locals who flocked to the reopened
space. The Inwood native said she is looking forward to bringing her
9-month-old daughter to the new branch.

“It's really exciting to have somewhere else to take her,” Herrera said. “It's a
great space and we need more spaces like this here.”

The Inwood public Ilbrcw reopened on Wednesday, June 26 2024,
after being closed for over three years.
(Téa Kvetenadze / New York Daily News)



https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.nypl.org%2flocations%2finwood&c=E,1,5Ltp8IgXzF0qnvL6fJ4uHFTomsIHxy1sWmEbvsCvZ5sHzSIrhmLoghy2b3TPJeuUSUR0bMCdA93YaEQUm_ws93z6XzRM0b-UqbXjlRyPzA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.nypl.org%2fspeakout&c=E,1,Uz3wLOFCBwTKzGmJWP2GHbQIDlShrMwJQxn8Uu4O8Rl7S8SiVHjN3mVU1sloAVe6USjMi8Lu4y8ir_dRtcQ_MhO5uUCUtzEpTO6KHH0rLmgdK5P02ZA,&typo=1
https://gothamist.com/news/after-budget-cuts-nycs-libraries-cant-fix-broken-air-conditioners-amid-heat-wave
https://www.nydailynews.com/2024/06/18/nyc-council-leaders-increasingly-anxious-budget-will-be-late-amid-stalemate-with-mayor-adams-sources/
https://www.nydailynews.com/2024/01/29/heres-a-first-look-at-new-development-projects-in-manhattans-inwood-neighborhood/
https://www.nydailynews.com/2024/01/29/heres-a-first-look-at-new-development-projects-in-manhattans-inwood-neighborhood/
https://patch.com/new-york/washington-heights-inwood/inwood-library-demolished-making-room-14-story-building
https://www.nydailynews.com/2023/07/29/inwood-is-undergoing-a-dramatic-transformation-here-are-some-of-the-major-projects/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcitylimits.org%2f2018%2f08%2f09%2fcouncil-approves-inwood-rezoning-amid-protest%2f&c=E,1,jpQvYCKPMH-zwn8SVM_5pG0CiR8qAz4uZyrWFl3bVJMHYmruORADcgZXgAFYbSUlKykkOQ64tDtinM_UX4yXVyurT_loiaDyNdMy35HHe0M,&typo=1
https://patch.com/new-york/washington-heights-inwood/80k-renters-applied-174-apts-inwood-affordable-building
https://housingconnect.nyc.gov/PublicWeb/details/3898
https://www.nydailynews.com/2024/02/09/nyc-reports-lowest-rental-vacancy-rate-since-1960s-amid-ongoing-housing-crisis/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fny1.com%2fnyc%2fall-boroughs%2fnews%2f2023%2f11%2f16%2funique-partnership-brings-new-library-and-affordable-housing-under-same-roof--&c=E,1,Deq-pVOD2xLG2PEHOaakCXgsmK934elu2phzftEYx5bVPQS1NsIwmjeSMj-K2vh2R9ASOfn9vHhBxKMnXVJdGqqlgvT4rmSo6T-Wp0MtPmPl-WVSQq7o&typo=1
https://www.nydailynews.com/2024/04/09/city-wants-to-redevelop-grand-concourse-public-library-add-affordable-housing/
https://www.nydailynews.com/author/tea-kvetenadze/
https://childrensvillage.org/about-us/news/

