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Outcomes Corner: Families forTeens

By the time children in foster care reach their teenage years, hope for adoption is virtually nonexistent. For youth in resi-
dential care, the outlook is even bleaker. Six years ago, The Children’s Village started a program designed to change that
mindset and find permanent families for teenagers who had repeatedly failed in families. Progress was slow and, initially,
expectations were low. However, since the beginning of the program, we have had a success rate of 50% and 48 teens
who were at risk for homelessness, jail or worse now have the support of a family.

Of the 97 participants in the program:

21 (21.6%) were matched with fami-
lies, but youth are no longer with the
families

48 (49.4%) were successfully
matched with families and re-
main with them today

21 (29.0%) were not matched
with families

Of the 48 participants successfully matched with families:

11 (22.9%) are in the
process of being adopted

25 (52.1%) are not adopted
but have a permanent con-
nection to the families

12 (25.0%) have been
adopted


