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Darryl “D.M.C.” McDaniels racaivas applausu during his speech at CV.

Hlp—hop icon champions foster care kids

Josiah A., Akelia G., and Darryl M.
have a lot in common. All three are dedi-
cated to helping others, all three have
- been in foster care, and all three were part
- of the Westchester County Foster Care
| Month celebration on May 23 at The
Children’s Village (CV) in Dobbs Ferry.
Josiah, 17, and Akelia, 16, received
awards, and Darryl, 49, also known as
Darryl “D.M.C.” McDaniels of the leg-
endary hip-hop group Run-D.M.C,, was

there to give the kéynote address..
‘ 3 Inha powerful speech that demonstrat-
(< 15

McDaniels brought home all that he

skill with a m1cn:$hune, ‘

hares with his sudience of foster teens,
their counselors and mentors.’

- “I hate when people say, Tm your fan,”
he declared. “I always stop them and I say,
‘No, you're my friend who just happens to
like what I do. Because if you s say you'te my

fan and I allow you to do that, that right -

away implies that I'm better than you or
above you, which is nat true. To all the

‘young people in foster care, all of those

kids in the group homes, all of those kids in
the youth detention centers, all of those
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kids in the shelters, all of those kids locke
down, all of those kids with problems tha
come at them because our society doe
have problems, I want to let you know tha
I'm not better than you, I'm not smarte
than you, I'm not greater than you, and I'n
not more talented than you. I am you”
McDaniels connected with CV througt
his friendship with Kathie Davidson, th
supervising judge of the Family Courts o

CONTINUED ON PAGE 1§
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